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other realities, both moral and spiritual, are neither
admitted nor respected by all, and if they do not
provide the inspiration for the conduct of each Cana-
dian? The logic and experience of the past (and what
else is history?) quickly answer that such a life is
impossible. Without a real national life, won often at
the cost of sacrifice and compromise, the economic and
social lives will always remain without an essential
element of exceptional strength and may even run the
risk of being violently disrupted.

Every man of good will realizes that Canada's
destiny can be endangered by a serious quarrel be-
tween French- and English-speaking Canadians and
that the essential, and consequently fundamental prob-
lem in Canada today is that of the national life. By
those who study it the most this is related to the
problem of unity, or union. Such a life, to last, or
even to be fruitful, presupposes a national way of
thought based upon a common national understand-
ing. In this connection there are many who say, and
they are not entirely wrong, that French-speaking
Canadians have, in principle at least, the main elements
of a national life, even if they have not yet succeeded
in producing a clear definition of their national
thought. From this it is argued that French-speaking
Canadians have no need of a more ample national life.
That is true if one wishes to ignore one entire aspect,
and that not the least, of the history of Canada since
1760 or if one dreams or schemes to separate, say, the
province of Quebec from the rest of Canada. But as
long as Canada is what it is the national life of the
French Canadians alone cannot take the place of the
life which might be that of all Canadians. Moreover,